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If you have any old films or videos that you would 
be willing to donate to the Full Circle project 
please contact: 

Senior Curator Community & Acquisition:   
Kay Ogilvie   tel: 01629 823495                                 
mobile: 07919 896518                                                 
kay.ogilvie@tiscali.co.uk 

Curator Community & Acquisition:           
Lucie Kerley  tel: 0116 252 5931                           
mobile: 07919 896505                                       
lk99@le.ac.uk 

 
Full Circle Project “Connecting people with the 
screen heritage of the Midlands.” 

Media Archive for Central England | 1 Salisbury 
Road | University of Leicester| LE1 7QR                 
www.macearchive.org.uk 

Do you have any film, video or dusty old reels 
tucked away in your attic or garage?  

Filmed records of families and communities are 
an important window into our local history. 

The Media Archives for Central England 
(MACE), the regional moving image archive for 
the East and West Midlands, is looking for these 
old films and videos as part of a project called 
Full Circle , to uncover the hidden filmed heritage 
of the Midlands. 

Once footage is found, Full Circle will keep the 
original and make copies of the films onto DVD 
for use by your family and friends and the      
community.                                                          
This will ensure the long term preservation of the 
films so that they can go on being used by future 
generations. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � �

 MACE needs your home-movies!  
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One of the things we notice about the 1871 census is the first mention of The Miners’ Arms (now the Lathkil). Although a publican 
was listed on the 1841 census, there was no name given for his establishment. But in 1871 the landlord of the Miners’ Arms was 
Francis Wildgoose, probably from the same family who were at New Close Farm. He ran the pub with his wife, Esther, daughters 
Annie & Mary, and Esther’s niece, Sarah Moore. I have spoken to Helen Grigor-Taylor about the pub, and she has given me invalu-
able information about its origins and landlords/landladies. I think the pub, an integral part of village life for so long, should be 
given an article of its own for a future edition of The Voice . 
               There is also a Schoolmistress, Ann Spencer, mentioned for the first time in 1871, so one assumes the village school was 
built sometime between 1861 & 71.  In 1871 also, there is the first mention of a Preacher, James Cooke, not surprising, as the  
Methodist chapel had been built in 1863.� The population of the village in 1871 was 191, which included Nether Haddon. 
������� In 1881 we find the Naylor family from Yorkshire. James Naylor was the Lay Deacon at the Chapel; his wife, Sarah, was 
the schoolmistress, Ann Spencer having retired.  
               Another interesting feature about the 1881 census is the fact that only three residents, George Newton, his son, Mark, and 
George Hollis, were listed as Lead Miners, a lot fewer than previous years. In fact, the majority of the inhabitants worked on the 
land, as farmers, or agricultural labourers, or farm servants. The population in 1881 had fallen to 178, not including Nether Haddon. 
               By 1891 the Miners’ Arms had become the Lathkiln [sic] View, probably to acknowledge the fact that lead   mining had 
become less important, whilst the Peak District was starting to attract tourists. The publicans were still the Wildgoose family, with 
Annie Wildgoose being the landlady, helped by her sister & cousin. They also had a boarder,  Joseph Oldfield (father of Joe and 
Sadie), aged 6, who was staying with them (he was a distant relation), whilst his  parents were establishing themselves out of the 
village. In fact, Joseph never returned to them, and eventually became the landlord. 
               The School had grown, and now had a Certified Schoolmaster, one William Price from Cannock, and the village even had 
a specially built house for the schoolmaster. The village also had a Grocer’s shop, run by George Newton’s widow, Harriet, and her 
three daughters, Esther, Harriet and Mary. The population in 1891 remained static, at 179.  
               In 1901 the pub was still run by the Wildgoose sisters, and the schoolmaster was still William Price.  
The Newtons still kept the grocer’s shop, but there were two more grocers listed. One was Henry Hall Tomlinson, who was also 
listed as a farmer, and the other was the magnificently named Tryphena Mc George, who came from Stretford, Lancashire.  
As a sign of the times two different occupations appear for the first time in the 1901 census.  
Charles Beebe is listed as a Labourer at the Bakewell Electric Works, and George Hayto had come from Derby to work as a Gas 
Stoker at the Bakewell Gas Works. Charles Beebe’s two youngest siblings are listed as Selina (aged 4) and Sidney (aged 3). This 
makes me feel really old, as I can remember them both!  
The population in 1901 had grown a little, to 189. 
               Life in the village during the 20th century has been well-documented in The Voice, but I think there are many more     
interesting stories to be told about the village before the 20th century, and I am uncovering more of them all the time.  
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Now that the old village hall has been 
demolished and work has started on 
construction of the new hall it seems 
appropriate to recall the story of the 
committee which established the first 
village hall and to record our apprecia-
tion of their work and of the subsequent 
efforts of all those people in the village 
who ensured that the hall played such 
an important part in the life of the   
community. 
The Village Hall and Playing Field 
Committee was set up in May 1944 
with the aim of providing both village 
hall and playing field facilities in Over 
Haddon. The playing field (or, as it 
later became, playground ) part never 
did materialise and remains an ambi-
tion, and a need, yet to be fulfilled. 
However, it says much for the courage 
of people at the time, and of their hopes 
for the future, that with a war still    
raging they set up this committee to 
work for the improvement of commu-
nity amenities in the village.  
The Chair of the committee was the 
indomitable Miss Nellie Neild, a retired 
headmistress, and many of the early 
committee meetings were held at her 
home in Lathkill Cottage. As well as 
Miss Neild, who died in 1966, the other 
members of the first committee are now 
all dead but several of them, including 
Warren and Joe Pearce, Jim and Aggie 
Taylor, Clara Taylor, Harold Wright, 
George Mellor, George Newton and Joe 
Oldfield senior, have descendents or 
relatives living in the village. Not long 
afterwards, and before the war ended, 
some others joined the committee,    
including Ernest Wright, and Joe     
Oldfield junior, who, of course, still 
lives in the village. Another early com-
mittee member, Dougie Field, who 
lived at Bole Hill Farm, is also still 
alive, although he moved away many 
years ago. Yet another one, Mrs B. 
Case, who lived at Huntsfold Cottage, 
moved to Canada and we heard        
recently, in The Voice, from her daugh-
ter there with memories of her early 
childhood in Over Haddon. 
One of the first tasks of the committee 
was to find a site for the village hall and 
for a while land at the bottom of the 
allotments looked likely to be chosen, 
but the present site was fixed upon 

The Reading Room, a wooden shed 
with a tin roof, which was sited opposite 
Uncle Geoff’s Diner on Main Street, 
where Fred and Philomena Elliot’s 
house and post office were later built, 
closed after the village hall opened, as it 
was no longer needed. It had, in fact, 
functioned as a social club where people 
met to play cards and billiards rather 
than read books! The building can still 
be seen, though. It now stands in the top 
corner of the field above Branksby 
Close as you leave the village. The 
school, which had played such an      
important part in the fund-raising years, 
continued to support the village hall by 
using it as a dining room and for gym 
classes, so when it closed in 1966 the 
loss of revenue which resulted was a 
severe blow. Fund raising became     
important again. 
The committee continued to operate, 
managing the hall’s activities, working 
to raise funds, dealing with the ongoing 
needs of repairs and maintenance,     
replacements and improvements. The 
personnel gradually changed over the 
years but many people presently living 
in the village have been involved, either 
through serving on the committee or 
helping in other ways. Other valuable 
committee members and helpers have 
moved away or died. There has been a 
remarkable amount of continuity 
though, illustrated by the fact that, since 
1944, there have only been five       
committee chairmen;                       
Nellie Neild, Warren Pearce,              
Joe Oldfield, Pat Thurlby and Martin 
Chresta.   
 
For more than fifty years, from its  
opening in 1957, Over Haddon Village 
Hall has provided the focal point for 
many social activities in the community. 
It has been the venue for classes,       
parties, entertainments of all kinds, 
shows and exhibitions, meetings and 
discussions. When the weather has    
allowed, the grassy area at the front has 
been a useful adjunct to activities, made 
all the more pleasant by the spectacular 
views which the site enjoys over the 
landscape to the south. After a brief  
hiatus this will all be resumed early in 
2011 in a new, slightly larger and better 
equipped building. 
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when it was gifted from the           
Melbourne estate in 1949 when it was 
part of Manor Farm. Warren Pearce, 
husband of Sadie and father of John 
Pearce, was, of course, on the commit-
tee and remained closely involved for 
many years. Despite having acquired a 
site it still took several more years  
before work could begin on building a 
hall. So for thirteen years, from 1944 
onwards, the committee busily organ-
ised lots of social activities; whist 
drives, concerts, dances, jumble sales 
and, of course, the annual village 
show, both for the pleasure they gave 
and in order to raise funds for the pro-
ject. It was a hard and difficult task in 
the constrained circumstances of the 
post-war austerity years but on the 
other hand, in a pre-television and, for 
most people, pre-car age, people relied 
on local community activities more 
than they do now. Like most villages 
Over Haddon had a strong sense of 
community and the pub, the church, 
the chapel, the allotments and the 
reading room all flourished. There 
was also a small village school and it 
was here, along with the reading 
room, that most activities organised 
by the committee took place.  
Once the site had been acquired nego-
tiations proceeded apace to develop 
the hall. The tricky question of drains 
was sorted out (the village was not yet 
on mains drainage) along with bound-
ary walls and fences and it was       
expected that a building would be on 
the site soon after 1950. Indeed a pre-
fabricated structure was ordered but 
the committee was informed, in April 
1952 that it could not go ahead and 
the building went to Etwall in South 
Derbyshire instead. From reading the 
minutes this was clearly a huge disap-
pointment and the next few years saw 
a falling off in activities. Nevertheless 
Miss Neild’s committee pressed on 
and secured support for a village hall 
from the Peak Park Planning Board, 
which had come into existence in 
1953, and eventually they obtained 
permission for a building constructed 
from reconstituted limestone, with a 
grant from the Rural Development 
Commission. The hall finally opened 
in the autumn of 1957. 
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The Village Hall (part one)                                                             Roger Truscott�
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Unreliable Memories:  
A Mannerians Rugby  Scrapbook  

 
Now available from all good book shops.                         
160 pages of photographs and match reports from 
the last 82 years featuring past present and future 
Mannerian stars. 
 
Soft back copies are £25 and hard backs are £35 . 
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Our pond fish have ‘gone forth and multiplied’ to the extent that they need an extension !                                                                              
We now have a number of fish that are freely available to anyone who has room in their pond.  

Please call Dick or Jen, 812133 

CONGRATULATIONS!!  
New Close Farm have moved their family run farm shop from the 

farm in Over Haddon to  Bakewell town centre.  The shop is situated 
between Spar and the Cook Shop. 

Opening hours:  9am-5pm Monday-Friday                         
9am-1pm Saturday. 

                                                                          01629 813121 
New Close Farm sponsor ‘The Voice’  
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The Lathkil Hotel 
 

Monday to Saturday: 10.30am to 11pm 
 
Sunday 12 noon-10.30pm 
 
Food available lunchtimes 
 and evenings 
Bar snacks and  
a la carte. 
 QUIZ NIGHT EVERY  
WEDNESDAY                                                                                       
01629 812501 

If you love the Peak District 
visit 

www.friendsofthepeak.org.uk 
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TRICIA  CLARK  DESIGNS 
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Churchwood                                                                                                                                                

Bespoke wooden kitchens, bedrooms and 

furniture                                                       

Unit 2, Tideswell Business Park,  

Meveril Road, Tideswell,  

Derbyshire SKI 7 8NY  

Telephone: 01298 872422,             

Email: info@churchwood.co.uk,  

www.churchwood.co.uk 
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